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Pre reading
A. The Eagle and the Arrow 

Look at the picture on the introduction page of this unit. Discuss what it has got to do with corruption. 
B. Discuss

1. Do businesspeople give gifts in your country as a way of building relationships? 

2. What is the difference between a gift and a bribe?
3. Are there any well-known cases regarding bribery in the news now? If so, what are they? 
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Topic Sentences
A topic sentence carries the main idea in a paragraph. It is usually the first sentence, but not always. Read paragraphs 1, 2 and 3, then decide if the topic sentence comes at the beginning, middle or end of the paragraph. Write your answers below.

	Para. 1 
	
	
	

	Para. 2
	
	
	

	Para. 3 
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Scanning
Synonyms are groups of words that have nearly the same meaning. A dictionary of synonyms is called a thesaurus. Scan paragraphs 2,3,4,5,6 and 7 to find words associated with bribery. The first letter or letters have been given.
	a)
	Para 2.
	g ________

	b)
	Para 3.
	g___________ p______________,

	c)
	Para 4.
	k______ b_______

	d)
	Para 5.
	p___________

	e)
	Para 6.
	r_______ s_________

	f)
	Para 7.
	l__________,      i___________ p_____________, 

p_____________
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Predict
What will the reading tell us about corruption?

a) It cannot be stopped, so we might as well learn to live with it.

b) It is a necessary evil, but is acceptable as long as no one gets hurt.

c) It is a good incentive for civil servants to work faster.

d) It must be opposed, because someone always gets hurt.
[image: image5.wmf]After You Read. In Context
Substitute the words in parenthesis for words from the reading passage. Paragraph numbers are given.
	a)
	par. 1
	People from different backgrounds are capable of uniting in a _______________ (same purpose, 2 wds) to build a better society. 

	b)
	par. 1
	Two people may not really feel like friends until they have shared a _______________ (uniting, 1 wd) experience with each other.

	c)
	par. 2
	It wasn’t until we got home with the groceries that we realized there were some bad cherries _______________ (mixed in, 1 wd) with good ones.

	d)
	par. 2
	The president promised to _______________ (get rid of, 2 wds) human trafficking along the borders of her country.

	e)
	par. 3
	The United Nations _______________ (penalties, 1 wd) went into effect against the country, because of its poor record on human rights. 

	f)
	par. 4
	The police will _______________ (give an order to appear in court, 4 wds) to any motorist caught going through a red light.

	g)
	par. 4
	If you _______________ (go back on, 1 wd) your opinion too many times, no one will listen to you.

	h)
	par. 4
	The police were forced to _______________ (let the person go free, 2 wds) because they had no proof the man had committed a crime.

	i)
	par. 4
	The _______________ (test of someone’s guilt, 1 wd) was so long that the public lost interest in it.

	j)
	par. 4
	In the days before modern dentistry, bad teeth had to be _______________ (taken out, 1 wd).

	k)
	par. 5
	Long term diseases usually mean taking _______________ (medicines, 1 wd) for a long time.


	l)
	par. 7
	New _______________ (rules, 1 wd) have to be passed when people figure out how to break old ones and get away with it.

	m)
	par. 7
	VIPs are given _______________ (better service, 2 wds) at airports.

	n)
	par. 7
	On many public works projects the_______________ (expenses, 2 wds) may be far greater than anticipated.

	o)
	par. 8
	Corruption forces people to live in _______________ (low quality houses, 2 wds) which frequently collapse during an earthquake.
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Topic Sentences. 

Write the topic sentence for these paragraphs. 

	par. 4
	

	par.6
	

	par.7
	

	par. 8
	

	par. 9
	



Word Search.

Review Paragraph 4, and find all the expressions for types of government workers.

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	


   International business opens national borders that have been historically hard to cross. Allowing for the free flow of goods and services, globalization has brought nations together in a common endeavor and resulted in great advances in science, technology and education. When it comes to doing business, however, cultural differences still exist that are ingrained in local cultures. Gift-giving, for example, is considered a bonding, trust-building custom in some countries, while in others it is called bribery. There are even countries in which bribery is punishable by death.
    In the West, the primary focus of business is creating a deal, while in the East, it is building relationships. Chinese, for example, will want to get to know you before conducting any business. In the East, business and friendship are intermingled while in the West they are separated. Chinese call these relationships, or connections, guanxi. Officials of the Qing Dynasty, who introduced bribery into Taiwan themselves, tried to stamp out this practice, but to no avail. Some businesspeople may become mad as they refuse a gift of money that was offered in friendship, and express shock that the other party would think them capable of taking a bribe. Cultural misunderstanding makes doing business fraught with danger, and the potential for misunderstanding is great indeed.
What Is Bribery?

    Bribery is the practice of offering money to people in positions of authority in order to secure favors or special treatment that are against the law or stated rules of ethics. It violates the rules of a business or profession and is cause for sanctions. Bribery is a form of corruption, and punishable under law. The United States Foreign Corrupt Practices Act of 1977 forbids Americans from paying bribes to government officials in foreign countries. In counties where government officials are underpaid, grease payments may be made to enable officers to perform their duties more quickly or efficiently. This is the only exception to the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. A similar law is also on the books in Taiwan.
Forms of Bribery
    Bribes may be paid to police officers not to issue a traffic summons or to low ranking officials to speed up paperwork for a permit or license. Contractors on government funded projects may have to pay kickbacks to civil servants for awarding them contracts. In some countries, police officers may expect money for giving travel directions. Convicted criminals sometimes attempt to bribe judges to reduce their sentence or reverse a decision, or pay a bribe to the local police to drop charges, and be released from jail so no trial ever takes place. Bribes may be extracted either by the receiver or offered by the giver. Bribery comes in many forms and has many names.
    Other areas of life are affected by suspicious forms of cooperation. Drug companies sometimes reward doctors for using specific medications in the form of gifts and free trips on which the doctors will pose as tourists. This practice is strongly condemned by the American Medical Association, and doctors are strongly discouraged from accepting them. In the world of entertainment, recording companies buy air time on TV or radio to have their songs or videos played. This practice of payola makes it difficult for new artists to get airtime unless some sort of payment is made. There is nothing wrong with offering or accepting payola as long as the station announces that the song is being played, because it was paid for.
    Money payments may seem like smart business to some people. After all, bribes get things done. Economists, on the other hand, view bribery and rent seeking behaviors as harmful to the overall business environment. These practices encourage businesspeople to increase income through activities other than making profits from production and sales. Rent seeking does not mean “rent” in the sense of letting someone live on property. It includes a variety of activities that involve influencing government officials in order to receive special treatment.
   In politics, bribery is particularly harmful. Income is gained as a result of favorable relationships with elected government officials responsible for passing regulations that hurt the competition, or from lobbying, that is, the practice of influencing political leaders to make sure a private group’s or company’s point of view is represented in government decision making. Lobbing in itself is completely legal and considered desirable in a democracy as a means of informing political leaders of the will of the people. Another form of corruption is influence peddling, which means obtaining preferential treatment, because of one’s relationship with persons in authority for cash. In politics, patronage is the act of handing out favors in return for money or support. These practices both help and harm businesses. Political influence may help an enterprise by protecting it from “bad competition”, which could drive it out of business. But, influence peddling has one serious drawback in that it discourages “good competition” that, in the end, delivers better service, better quality and lower prices for the consumer. And let us not forget that the extra costs incurred by corruption are always passed on to the consumer.
Kleptocracy

    Bribery, rent seeking and lobbying discourage the building of better, more efficient production facilities, and research and development. These activities encourage collusion, (secret agreements for the purpose of crime) between companies and government in order, for either or both, to produce income. For example, buying land that will soon be the sight of a new highway or housing project and selling it for a great profit. Companies may make short term gains, but, at the expense of the economy as a whole in the long run. In short, these practices do not produce real wealth. A state run by excessively corrupt officials in which bribery is a way of life is called a kleptocracy (Combination or kleptomaniac: a person who is unable to resist the act of stealing, regardless of economic need and cracy meaning government by), that is, government by thieves. disrepair
Corruption Kills 

    Corruption is not a “victimless” crime as some would have us believe, just because there is no one present to complain when it occurs. The victims are the tens of thousands of people living in substandard dwellings who are crushed to death when their buildings collapse during earthquakes; or forced to flee as levees in need of repair break and flood their homes. Victims are also the assassinated corruption fighters and their informants – the good guys – who dare report or investigate these crimes. Millions more victims are created as corruption increases the costs of construction projects. As a result, budget allocations change as huge sums of money are siphoned off from other programs including those for education, medical care, and social welfare. If not enough money is available for parks and recreational facilities, residents of big cities will suffer from a number of psychological or physical ailments related to lack of exercise and poor quality of life.
    Earthquake victims have been known to interpret their plight as fate, or “the will of God”. The real cause, however, is government officials’ neglect of their jobs: failure to ensure earthquake resistant construction, and to enforce building codes. But, citizens, all too eager and willing to cooperate with them, must share the blame too. Perhaps public awareness through media is the best way to bring these issues out into the open and effect change.
After You Read.

Check your prediction.

Was your prediction for #4 correct?


Understanding Insinuation. 
Is a bribe being offered? What is your opinion? Do these words sound like someone is asking for a bribe? Write “Yes”, “No” or “Maybe” in the box. 
	
	a.
	You know, my salary is very low and hardly enough to feed a family of seven.

	
	b.
	We have ways of getting things done faster in my country.

	
	c.
	Don’t forget the old man’s birthday. He likes Scotch whiskey.

	
	d.
	Sorry I am late, but my car broke down again and I don’t have the money buy a new one.

	
	e.
	Oh, look at my watch. It’s broken again. I sure wish I had a new one.

	
	f.
	In my country we do things differently. It is considered polite to give an offering to the head man as a token of friendship.

	
	g.
	If you grease the right palms, you’ll go far.

	
	h.
	Well, it is the tradition to give something under the table. 

	
	i.
	The landlord won’t let you have the apartment without some key money first. 

	
	j.
	You can’t do business with us, unless you do something to keep the wheels turning.

	
	k.
	Thank you doctor for agreeing to perform the operation. Here is a little something to show our appreciation for your help. 

	
	l.
	Next time, give him an envelope with something in it. 



Discuss.
1. If corruption is unstoppable, should we learn to live with it?

2. Is the Chinese custom of guanxi, that is, establishing relationships with money and favors, corruption or just good business?

3. Is it good business to offer “a little something extra” to get business off to a good start?
4. Do you ever feel that society owes you more than what you are now getting, and that there is nothing wrong with making a little extra money through a small bribe now and then?
5. If everybody does something, does that mean we can all do it too? Give examples of people who did bad things, because others were doing them. 

Questionnaire: How Easy Is It To Bribe You?
Teacher or student. Answer these questions and score yourself at the end.
1.
As a teacher, I would give out grades based on being...

a) concerned with my own personal feelings. 

b) somewhat objective. 

c) mostly objective. 

d) totally objective. 

2.
If a student offered me a gift before a test, a box of chocolates for example, I would…


a) refuse to accept it. 

b) accept it and thank the student. 

c) accept it and hope for more. 

d) accept it and eat it all myself.

3.
If a student gave me a more expensive gift, I would feel…

a) obligated to do something in return. 

b) delighted to receive anything free. 

c) flattered and appreciated. 

d) uncomfortable at accepting anything.

4.
In my class, giving me a nice gift would most likely result in…

a) the same grade. 

b) a higher grade. 

c) a guaranteed passing grade, even if undeserved.

d) a high passing grade, even if undeserved.

5.
If a good student asked for a letter of recommendation I would…

a) give the letter only if I received a gift, especially money. 

b) make the student wait a long time in the hope of receiving something. 

c) write it after a small delay hoping the student would reward me.

d) write it without hesitation. 

6.
If a weak student had connections (a relationship) with someone important, I would …

a) base the final grade solely on the student’s merits. 

b) consider the relationship carefully before assigning a grade. 

c) most likely give a passing grade. 

d) definitely give a passing grade.  
7.
It is my belief that, in school, money bribes may be accepted…

a) if everyone else does it. 

b) if the amount is large enough, at least several months salary. 

c) only if the receiver really needs the money. 

d) under no circumstances. 

8.
Have you ever had the opportunity to offer a bribe of money to anyone?

a) Never. b) Several times. c) Sometimes. d) Many times.

9.
Which of the statements below expresses your view of corruption?

a) There is nothing wrong with it as long as both parties get what they want. 
b) It is forgivable as long as no one is hurt. 

c) It is forgivable as long as the person receiving the bribe really needs money. 

d) It is unforgivable. 

10.
Which of the statements below best expresses your view of corruption in education?

a) It builds a society based on lies and deception. 

b) It teaches students an important lesson about the “real world”. 

c) It is a good source of extra income for teachers.
d) It gives all students a chance for success.

11. Bribe-taking in my line of work… 

a) happens frequently, but few are ever caught. 

b) sometimes happens. 

c) rarely happens. 

d) never happens.

12. What is the cultural attitude in your society towards gift-giving in business and government?


a) Gift-giving is uncommon.


b) It is considered wrong, but tolerated. 


c) It is wrong, but lots of people do it. 


d) It is a well-established practice.


	Scoring for questions
	1,3,5,7,9,11
	
	Scoring for questions
	2,4,6,8,10,12

	
	a-3

b-2

c-1

d-0
	
	
	a-0

b-1

c-2

d-3


	Here is what your score means:

	31-36
	It is your destiny to be on TV: in handcuffs being led away by the police into jail. You had better start looking for a good lawyer – now!

	25-30
	Uh-oh! You are extremely easy to bribe. You might even make excuses for what you do. You have “Bribe me,” written all over your face.

	19-24
	You are definitely bribable. Stick to what your conscience tells you is the right thing to do, and learn to play by the rules.

	13-18
	Nobody’s perfect! You have your principles, but need to resist tempting offers from people that may bring trouble. Others see you as an easy touch.

	7-12
	Be on your guard. You are basically honest. But, that “nice person” with a “small gift” may be looking for more out of you than friendship.

	0-6


	Congratulations! It is very difficult, if not impossible to bribe you. You appear to be dedicated to your work, and concerned with fair play.



Suspicion of Corruption. 
Role-play the situations below. Either you or your partner is a special government prosecutor assigned to investigate these cases. The other person plays the suspect under investigation. The government prosecutor should question the suspect’s actions (underlined) and ask for an explanation.
	Government Prosecutor
	Suspect

	1. Introduce yourself.
	1. Ask why you are under investigation.

	2. Explain how you only want to help.
	2. Explain how dedicated to your work you are.

	3. Ask for an explanation.
	3. Explain your financial situation.


1. City Official. Several construction companies submitted bids for a new highway project, but the Murdoch Construction Company got the contract even though their bid was the highest. The contract was supposed to go to the lowest bidder. The official has just bought a million dollar home on an income of USD $65,000 a year.
2. Judge. A jury found a drug smuggler guilty of bringing $30 million worth of cocaine into the country for which the judge gave him one year in jail and a $10,000 fine. The judge has just bought a Ferrari for $675,000.
3. City Mayor.  Police were investigating charges that casino owners were bribing city officials to get operating licenses. The mayor decided to call off the investigation, and did not explain why. Shortly thereafter, the mayor received a campaign contribution of 2 million dollars from casino owners.

4. University Lecturer. A student with wealthy parents could not graduate from a university because of his poor school work. After meeting with the boy’s parents, the teacher decided to give a passing grade. The teacher now owns a five thousand dollar Swiss watch.
5. Border Guard. At one post, many people have been coming across the border with fake passports from a neighboring country, since a new border guard was put on duty. The guard makes $32,000 a year, but his girl friend, who works as a hairstylist, has expensive jewelry and lives in a swank apartment.
6. Project Director. After two years of providing funds, the government’s anti-poverty program is not going well. There seems to very little improvement in living standards for the poor except for five new basketball courts built in the neighborhood.  The project director cannot show where most of the ten million dollars went, because of bad bookkeeping. The director also says no one knew they were supposed to keep receipts. The project director recently bought an airplane for $250,000.
7. Lottery Manager. Millions of dollars from the national lottery were promised to the elderly and handicapped, but, as yet, they have received nothing. The lottery manager explains that most of the money was taken by the government to pay pensions for retired government workers; the rest went to operating expenses and salaries. The lottery manager owns an apartment building worth three million dollars.
REVIEW

Write words associated with corruption.

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Quotes about corruption. 

Complete these quotes. Fill in the missing words. 
	gold
	price
	fault
	cheated

	to buy
	slaves
	highest
	sold


	1.
	Though the bribe be small, yet the ________ is great. - Lord Edward Coke

	2.
	The universe would not be rich enough ________ the vote of an honest man. 
- Gregory I, the Great

	3.
	There is ________ for you. Sell me your good report. - William Shakespeare

	4.
	Every man has his ________. – Sir Robert Walpole

	5.
	Few men have virtue to withstand the ________ bidder. – George Washington

	6.
	But here more slow, where all are ________ to gold, 

Where looks are merchandise, and smiles are ________. - Samuel Johnson

	7.
	It is as impossible for a man to be ________ by any one but himself, as for a thing to be and not to be at the same time. Ralph Waldo Emerson


Write 3 reasons why bribery is harmful.
1.
2.

3.
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BRIBE-O-METER
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Gift or Bribe?
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“Let's split it 50-50: fifty percent for me and fifty percent for you guys.”
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BRIBE-O-METER


Use a red pen and fill in the Bribe-o-meter 


below to show how bribable you are.
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“Get rich or die,


That's what I cry,


'Cause everybody wants,


A bigger piece of the pie”.
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